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Martin Luther King Jr was born on January 15, 1929 in Atlanta. His father and grandfather were  pastors in an African-American Baptist church and so King had a religious upbringing. He lived in Atlanta where he  attended a segregated school. He graduated from Boston university with a degree and a Ph.D. in religious studies. At the age of 24, King married Coretta Scott, a young woman from his hometown. They had 4 children. After getting married, King became a priest in Montgomery, Alabama.
King  went to India where he met Gandhi. He was inspired by Mohandas Gandhi's success with non-violent resistance and saw it as a “potent weapon” in America’s struggle for civil rights.

King  achieved many successes in ending segregation laws. After the Rosa Parks incident, he led the Montgomery Bus Boycott which ended racial segregation on public buses in Montgomery. He realized that non-violent protest would attract extensive media coverage of the struggle for racial equality. His campaigns soon elevated the Civil Rights Movement to be the most important issue in American politics.

King organized the famous Million Man March on Washington in 1963, where he  spoke to the nation appealing for racial harmony. His “I Have a Dream” speech is one of the greatest in human history. He was named “Man of the Year” by Time magazine in 1963. Martin Luther King won the Nobel Peace Prize for his work towards social justice. His non-violent protests met with success as Congress passed civil rights laws (1964) and voting rights laws (1965) for more racial equality. The 1960s saw the rise of the Black Power movement, led by Malcolm X and other black nationalist groups, some of them resorting to violence. However, King always remained committed to the ideals of non violent struggle, like Gandhi. King was assassinated on April 4, 1968. He died one day after he had delivered his final speech "I've Been to the Mountaintop".
